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This is in response to communication form the United States Patent and trademark 
Office mailed on December 20, 2006 informing the Applicant that the above identified 
application is being withdrawn from issue pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .313. Specifically, the 
application is being withdrawn to permit reopening of prosecution, because the 
application contains at least one claim that is unpatentable. 

Status of Claims 

Claims 1-17,1 9-32, 34-42 and 44-47 are pending. 

After further search and reconsideration of the present Application, the 
Examiner has found new reference (SMIL 2.0, XML for Web Multimedia; IEEE, 
September 2001) published by Lloyd Rutledge that reads on the claims (Claims 1- 
17, 19-32, 34-42 and 44-47). In view of the newly found reference, the indication of 
allowable subject matter is withdrawn and a new ground of rejection is set forth 
below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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Claims 1-17 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by the 
SMIL 2.0 Standard, as summarized by the article "SMIL 2.0 XML for Web Multimedia" 
by Lloyd Rutledge, published in the September-October 2001 issue of IEEE Internet 
Computing (note applicant gave this article a 9/2001 publishing date on the IDS 1449 of 
3/4/2005), herein after referred to as SMIL 2.0. 

As per claims 1-3, 17 and 32, SMIL 2.0 teaches (see for example page 78) the 
features of SMIL 2.0, and then presents a "real life" example o illustrate the guiding 
principles of the standard. First, SMIL 2.0 is meant to be used on a computer (or other 
electronic device that can connect to the world wide web (the Internet), download 
media, and play the media) SMIL 2.0 continues to explain (see for example page 79) 
the 5 components necessary to complete the methodology, of which only 3 of the 5 
components are claimed, comprising: 

"Referencing one or more multimedia objects through a first set of one or more 
elements." This is taught by SMIL 2.0 at page 79 under the heading "Media Content" 
and visually taught within the "blue" text of the XML code found in figure 2 at page 80. 
SMIL 2.0 further describes (under the "Media Content" heading) that the content 
elements can be <img>, <video>, <text> <animation>, and <textstream>. 

"Associating the first set of one or more elements with a second set of one or 
more elements." SMIL 2.0 teaches (see page 79) that the "SMIL layout lets you control 
how each media object is arranged on the screen and integrated into the overall 
presentation" (lines 3-5 under the "Layout" heading). If the "media content" is taken as 
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the claimed "first set" and the "layout" is taken as the "second set", SMIL 2.0 teaches 
that the first set is "associated" with the second set. Referring to figure 2 on page 80, 
the "red" lines of text within the ML code designate the layout elements. As can be 
clearly seen, the media content (blue text) appear on the same page as the layout 
elements (red text) and are thus "associated". 

"Arranging the second set of one or more elements to indicate timing for the 
multimedia objects referenced by the first set of one or more elements." SMIL 2.0 
teaches (see for example pages 79, 81 and 82) that "in Fiets, as in most SMIL 
presentations, timing elements (the purple code in figure 2) dominate the hierarchical 
composition of the document body. SMIL's timing elements <seq> and <par>, appear 
often and are always parents of other elements - typically other timing composites or 
media objects." (page 81, in the paragraph "Temporal composites"). SMIL 2.0 continues 
"To fine tune the general time line defined by SMIL's temporal composites, you assign 
timing attributes - begin, end and dur (duration) - to media object elements and timing 
composites." (see page 81, in the paragraph "Timing attributes"). SMIL 2.0 illustrates 
the timing with purple text in figure 2 of page 80. Thus, SMIL "arranges" elements of 
timing with the multimedia objects of he "first set". 

Thus, the SMIL 2.0 STANDARD anticipates claim 1 . 

Note that claim 2 is taught by at least figure 2 of SMIL 2.0 which shows, for 
example at line 26, the pointer "<audio src="welcome.wav" to point to the multimedia 
audio file. 
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Note that claim 3 is taught by at least figure 2 of SMIL 2.0, which shows the 
referencing, and the associating of claim 1 are all "performed" in the same document. 

Note that claim 17 is merely claiming the environment for use of the method. As 
is clear from SMIL 2.0 (the "M" in SMIL stands for multimedia), the whole purpose of the 
standard is to provide content for a multimedia device. Note that claim 17 changed the 
statutory category from method to device, and thus can be treated as an independent 
claim under art. 

Note that claim 32 is merely claiming the environment for use of the method. As 
is clear from SMIL 2.0 (the "M" in SMIL stands for multimedia), the whole purpose of the 
standard is to provide content for a multimedia device. Note that claim 32 changed the 
statutory category from method to device, and thus can be treated as an independent 
claim under art. 

As per claims 4-1 6, these claims art at least rejected for their dependencies, 
directly or indirectly, on the rejected claims 1-3. They are therefore rejected as set forth 
above. 

Claims 19-31, 34-42 and 44-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by the SMIL 2.0 "Synchronized Multimedia Integration Language (SMIL) 
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Boston Specification", available for comment on November 15, 1999, hereinafter 
referred to as SMIL99. 

As per claim 19, SMIL99 teaches (see chapter M) referencing one or more 
multimedia objects with a first set of one or more elements (see chapter M, section 2.3.1 
"content"), associating a second set of elements (see chapter M, section 2.3.1 "timing"), 
wherein the content elements are in one document and the timing elements are in a 
second document (see chapter M, section 2.3 "A Timesheet uses SMIL timing within a 
separate document or separate section of the content document and imposes that 
timing onto elements within the content document."). See also chapter M, section 2.3.2 
for examples. Thus, claim 19 is anticipated by SMIL99. 

As per claims 20-31 , these claims art at least rejected for their dependencies, 
directly or indirectly, on the rejected claims 1-3 and 17. They are therefore rejected as 
set forth above. 

As per claim 34, SMIL99 teaches (see chapter M) referencing one or more 
multimedia objects with a first set of one or more elements (see chapter M, section 2.3.1 
"content'), associating a second set of elements (see chapter M, section 2.3.1 "timing"), 
wherein the content elements are in one document and the timing elements are in a 
second document (see chapter M, section 2.3 "A Timesheet uses SMIL timing within a 
separate document or separate section of the content document and imposes that 
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timing onto elements within the content document."). See also chapter M, section 2.3.2 
for examples. Throughout the document, reference is made to players and multimedia 
players. It is inherent that these players include a processor and memory to read the 
XML documents and present the content as described in the XML documents. 

Thus, claim 34 is anticipated by SMIL99. 

As per claims 40 and 44, SMIL99 teaches (see chapter M) referencing one or 
more multimedia objects with a first set of one or more elements (see chapter M, 
section 2.3.1 "content"), associating a second set of elements (see chapter M, section 
2.3.1 "timing"), wherein the content elements are in one document and the timing 
elements are in a second document (see chapter M, section 2.3 "A Timesheet uses 
SMIL timing within a separate document or separate section of the content document 
and imposes that timing onto elements within the content document."). See also chapter 
M, section 2.3.2 for examples. Throughout the document, reference is made to players 
and multimedia players. It is inherent that these players include "computer readable 
media" containing the data structure to present the multimedia content. 

Thus claim 40 and 44 are also anticipated b SMIL99. 
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As per claims 35-39, 41-42 and 45-47, these claims are at least rejected for their 
dependencies, directly or indirectly, on the rejected claims 34, 40 and 44. They are 
therefore rejected as set forth above. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frantz Coby whose telephone number is 571 272 4017. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00AM-5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Gaffin can be reached on 571 272 4146. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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